Feel the Beat

University professor leads ‘Beat the Drum’ benefit at Theatre

By CRAIG S. PHILLIPS
cphillips@randb.com

The Georgia Theatre will
be turned into a collective
drum circle tonight as the
Drumming for Success Youth
Program presents another
installment of “Beat the
Drum.”

Led by University music
professor Arvin Scott,
tonight's percussion extrava-
ganza will also feature
Widespread Panic member
Domingo “Sunny” Oritz,

“It’s a real spiritual thing,”

Oritz said. “Drums are like
the heart of the earth. When
you walk in the Theatre, you
feel something. It's not
obtrusive. It's not loud. It's
soothing. It's unique.”

Tonight’s show benefits
the Drumming for Success
Youth Program. The program
provides children ages 3 to 16
with courses in hand drum-
ming, given by Scott twice a
month.

Scott also allows children
to use drums free of charge.
He currently has more than
fifty children enrolled in the

program and Scott said he
has a waiting list for some
children who have expressed
interest in joining.

Scott said the curiosity of
young children when he'was
playing at a local restaurant
in 1996 first sparked his
interest in starting the pro-
gram.

“I was playing with a jazz
ensemble and there were lots
of family with children,” he
said. “The children seemed
fascinated with my drum
set.”
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< Dr. Arvin Scott,
the talented
instrumentalist

{ behind the album

“Spirit of the
Drum,” will put ot
his fundraising
concert, “Beat the
Drum,” tonight at



